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[Summarized below is a representative account of human rights abuses occurring during the
month of April reported by the following sources: non-governmental Salvadoran Human Rights
Commission (CDHES), El Mundo (EM), La Prensa Grafica (LPG), Diario de Hoy (DH), UPI, Central
American Refugee Center (CARECEN, Los Angeles), and Salvadoran television channels 6 and
12. The summary was compiled by the El Rescate Human Rights Department, Los Angeles CA.]
April 5: Francisco Perez, employee at the CIRCA plant in San Salvador (clothing manufacturer)
was beaten and shot in the stomach near the factory. (TV 6, 04/05/88) 6: In an interview published
in Spain, Dr. Pastor Ridruejo, United Nations Investigator for Human Rights in El Salvador, said
at least six Salvadorans are executed monthly by the military or government security forces. Next,
psychological torture continues, and death squads act with impunity "within the structures of
the Armed Forces." Ridruejo condemned state corruption and said the rightist ARENA party's
victory in the March 20 elections "does not present perspectives for improvement in the situation
of human rights." (TV 6 & l2, 04/06/88) 7: Nude body found in a ravine near Apulo (east of the
capital). The man had been shot was found with his hands tied behind his back and fingers had
been amputated. In the past three months, five other bodies were found at the same site; all had
been tortured. Several persons appear who are looking for disappeared relatives but the body
remained unidentified. (TV 6, 04/07/88, EM 04/08/88) 7: In Los Angeles, four Salvadoran staff
members of CARECEN (Central American Refugee Center) receive a death threat letter signed
by the "Death Squad Abroad, Maximiliano Martinez Hernandez." (CARECEN) 9: In the San
Miguel barrio, Professor Leo Parker was assassinated with a machete. His ears and hands were
amputated. (TV 6, 04/09/88) 9: ASID (Salvadoran Association of Indigenous) denounced capture
of Jose Telesforo Gonzalez by the Fonseca Battalion on April 5 in La Union department. (EM
04/09/88) 10: During Sunday homily in San Salvador, Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas expresses
concern about increasing incidence of human rights violations. "I have the impression that there
has been an increase in violations... though I believe that while [the conflict] continues the situation
will be difficult to contain. The concern is that there was progress and now there seems to be a
setback." (EM 04/11/88) 10: In Santa Ana, home of SICAFE union leader Marta Casteneda was
bombed at 2:00 am. No injuries were reported. (EM 04/12/88) 12: Jose Felix Vasquez, 34, council
member of pre-cooperative "Trece de Mayo" in Los Animos, Santiago Nonualco, taken from his
home by six "heavily armed men in civilian clothes." His body was found on the following day.
A military report declares: "A terrorist was killed as he was laying explosives" by the Engineers
Battalion. The CDHES reports that Vasquez had been in February 1987 by the PRAL Battalion. After
undergoing torture, he was freed within four days. (TV 6 04/12/88) 13: ANDES member Professor
Juan Francisco Samayoa was assassinated in Portrellias del Matanzano, Santa Ana. (DH 04/14/88) 14:
Arnoldo Cerritos, 25; Arturo Navarro, 30; and, Vicente Cerritos, 60, all residents of Vista Hermosa,
Soyapango, were captured by soldiers at 7:30 pm. Their bodies, all bearing signs of torture, were
found on April 16 in San Juan Talpa, La Paz. The bodies were exhumed and identified by the
CDHES and family members on April 21. The three men were affiliated with ANTA. (CDHES, EM
04/25/88) 14: Attorney General Giron Flores conceded that human rights violations were on the
upswing. He adds, "In spite of the risks we are ready to continue with our investigations." (TV 12
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04/14/88) 14: The body of Victor Manuel Argueta, 37, was found near his home in Apopa. The victim
had been blindfolded and tortured. Argueta's wife reported that he was captured on three previous
occasions by Treasury Police, the last in February. At that time, he was released on the condition that
he report monthly to the Police. (TV 6 04/14/88) 14: ASTTEL (telecommunications workers union)
member Manuel de Jesus Barahona was assassinated in Sonsonate by two "heavily armed men
in civilian clothes." Barahona was fourth state phone company (ANTEL) employee assassinated
since December. Another ANTEL employee was disappeared on March 17; his whereabouts are as
yet unknown. (DH, LPG 04/15/88) 15: FMLN executes ARENA mayor-elect of San Isidro, Morazan,
Pedro Ventura. Ventura had reportedly been warned several times but "continued to participate in
counterinsurgency activities." (EM 04/16/88) 20: CDHES reported a three-fold increase in human
rights violations since the March 20 elections. Among other things, CDHES reported the murder
of 5-year-old Ana Lilian Ayala by Air Force soldiers in Quipurito, Chalatenango. (EM 04/20/88) 20:
Student Jose Antonio Montalvo Olsen, 33, was murdered in Sonsonate on his way home from class.
(DH 04/21/88) 21: Fredi Torres was captured by "heavily armed men in civilian clothes," known to
be members of the Treasury Police. Torres, a member of STISSS and a judo champion (Salvadoran
Judo Federation director) was scheduled to participate in the summer Olympic. He was apparently
charged with the burning of a bus. (EM 04/22,23/88) 24: Nicolasa Rivera Palacios, 77, and Juan
Hector Rivera, 45, were captured by uniformed soldiers "looking for guerrillas" in Canton El Limon,
Soyapango. Palacios was raped, and both were tortured and killed. (EM 04/26/88) 24: Tutela Legal
(affiliated with the Catholic Church) reported that 12 to 16 persons per month are being assassinated
by death squads. Death squad activities have been increasing since October 1987. Victims tend to
be union members, workers, and students. The CDHES reported 10 disappearances per month at
present, and that its office is receiving an average of three to five cases per day. (UPI 04/24/88) 29:
Six persons were murdered in Santa Ana on the Finca Buenos Aires. A group of heavily armed men
in uniform appeared with a list of names, and then proceeded to capture and assassinate Manuel
Antonio Amaya, 30, Felicito Escobar, 30, Juana Antonio Palma, 30, Marina del Carmen Fuentes
Madrid, 23, Marta Alidia Aleman Torres, 28, and Ada Luz Palma, 15. (EM, DH 04/30/88)
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